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CLOSED 
Easter - Sunday, March 27
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www.eastgreenbushlibrary.org

March Healthy 
Food Drive!
The library is hosting a food drive during 
the month of March  to benefit  the  fami-
lies and individuals in southern and rural 
Rensselaer County served by the food 
pantry at CoNSERNS-U. We are partnering with the Cornell Co-
operative Extension of Rensselaer County’s Eat Smart New York 
program and focusing on healthy food such as canned beans and 
vegetables, whole grains, and no sugar added canned fruit. Visit 
the library to pick up a grocery bag to fill and for more details!

What is 1000 Books before Kindergarten?
A free program that encourages parents to read 1,000 books with their 
child before he or she enters kindergarten, a goal experts say will help children learn to read 
for themselves. Why? Research has shown that families who start reading aloud to children at 
birth help strengthen the child’s language skills and build their vocabulary. One thousand is 
a big number, but if you read one book a day, that’s 365 books in a year. Two years would be 
730 books, and in three years, you would have read 1,095. Repeats always count as do books 
read at storytime or by grandparents, older siblings, etc. By keeping track of books read to 
your child, you’ll create a keepsake to look back on of their early years – and a way to know 
that you really did read Don’t Let the Pigeon Drive the Bus aloud 42 times!
  All families with children who have not yet started kindergarten can participate–even new-
borns. Kids will receive books and incentives on their 1,000 book journey, and will be added 
to our library’s 1,000 books wall of fame when they reach their goal. To get started, attend our 
Kick-Off Party on Saturday, April 9 at 11:00 am and meet Clifford the Big Red Dog, enjoy 
stories and refreshments, and receive your reading record. If you can’t make it to the party, just 
stop by the Children’s Room anytime after April 9 to get started!  

Introducing 1000 Books 
Before Kindergarten!

Vendors Needed for 
Farmers’ Market

The East Greenbush Library and 
Greenbush YMCA are planning this 
year’s market which will run from 
June 15 until October 5. If you are 
interested in participating as a vendor 
or using our community tent, please 
email:jakiej@eastgreenbushlibrary.
org or call 477-7476. The market will 
be on Wednesday evenings from 
4:00 to 7:00 pm in the parking lot 
between the library and the YMCA. 

The Game Is Afoot: 
Sherlock Holmes in Film and Fiction

Sunday, May 1 at 2:00 p.m.
Sherlock Holmes and his friend Dr. John Watson, 
literary creations of Sir Arthur Conan Doyle, have 
taken on lives of their own, appearing in numerous 
films,  stories  and  novels.  In  this  interactive 
presentation, Dr. Wendy Galgan will examine the 
ways in which the character of Sherlock Holmes 
has  been  presented  in  film  and  fiction,  and 
discuss the effect these different versions of the 
Consulting Detective have on the reader/viewer.  
Wendy Galgan is Chair and Associate Professor 
in the English Department at St. Francis College 
in Brooklyn, where she teaches composition and 
literature courses and where she serves as Director 
of the Women’s Poetry Initiative and Co-Director 
of the Women’s Studies Center. Join us for this 
fascinating presentation sponsored by the New 
York Council for the Humanities, Public Scholars 
Program. Refreshments. PLEASE REGISTER.

SPECIAL ADULT PROGRAM

Save the Date!
Friends of the East Greenbush Library

 Spring 2016 Book/Media Sale:
April 21-24 (see page 6 for details)
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The Failure of Markets: How We Have Changed Our 
Natural World
Thursday, March 17 at 6:00 p.m.
Dr. John Gowdy, RPI Professor of Environmental Economics, will 
discuss how changing human activity is affecting the natural world 
through the two major transitions in our relationship with nature: 
agriculture and fossil fuels. Sponsored by Rensselaer Land Trust.  
PLEASE REGISTER.

Using Solar Energy Even If You Thought 
You Couldn’t!
Thursday, March 24 at 7:00 p.m.
Presenter Kevin Carpenter from Solarize Troy brings you 
information on how you can use solar energy to decrease energy 
costs and be part of the climate change solution even if your home 
is not appropriate for solar panels. Homeowners and renters can 
own a share of an off-site solar panel installation and get nearly 
the same benefit on their power bills as if the panels were installed 
onsite. Sponsored by Rensselaer Land Trust.  PLEASE REGISTER.

Silent Wings – Live Raptor Program
Wednesday, May 25 at 6:30 p.m.
Trish Marki from the Wildlife Institute of Eastern New York presents 
a program for learners of all ages. See live birds of prey up close 
and learn about their impressive adaptations and behaviors. Trish 
will also discuss the conservation issues that affect them and how 
to make a difference.  PLEASE REGISTER.  

Environmental

Historical Talks
Greenbush Historical Society Presents 
A Mohican Understanding of Papscanee Island 
Sunday, March 13 at 2:00 p.m.
Bonney Hartley is a member of the Stockbridge-
Munsee Community Band of Mohicans and a Tribal 
Historic Preservation Officer of  the Mohican Tribe. She 
will discuss the Mohican history of Papscanee Island, 
the home of the Mohican chief Papsickene. PLEASE 
REGISTER.  

Native American Rituals
Sunday, March 20 at 2:00 p.m.
Storyteller Gil Payette will explore the essential 
ceremonies of Native Americans, which varied widely. 
Rituals, specific observable modes of behavior exhibited 
by all known societies, often have symbolic value for 
religion. PLEASE REGISTER.  

Greenbush Historical Society Presents 
Reburial of the Remains of the Schuyler Slaves
Sunday, April 10 at 2:00 p.m.
Lisa Anderson is curator of bioarchaeology at the NYS 
Museum. She will talk about the research on the skeletal 
remains of 13 individuals unearthed in 2005 during 
a sewer line project on Broadway in Menands across 
from the Schuyler’s riverside estate, Schuyler Flatts, 
several miles north of their Albany home. She will also 
discuss the plans that are being made for the remains 
to be reburied on June 18, 2016 in St. Agnes Cemetery. 
PLEASE REGISTER.  

High Tech History
Tuesday, May 3 at 7:00 p.m.
Geocaching combines traditional exercise with an 
internet scavenger hunt. Historian Tricia Shaw will show 
you how to use this fun sport to discover local history. 
PLEASE REGISTER.  
 
Frenemies – Friends and Enemies of 
Native Americans
Monday, May 9 at 7:00 p.m.
Throughout history people have gotten along and people 
have been at odds with each other. This holds true for 
Native Americans. Before Europeans arrived here some 
tribes were allies and some were enemies. Europeans 
complicated the relationships and the expansion of 
the new country often strained the situation. However, 
through it all there have been those who held true to the 
bonds of friendship. Presented by storyteller Gil Payette.  
PLEASE REGISTER.  

Greenbush Historical Society Presents 
Growing Up in Greenbush in the 1940s/1950s 
Sunday, May 22 at 2:00 p.m.
Jim Finke will speak on “Growing up in Greenbush in 
the 1940s /1950s.”  Photos, stories, and music from that 
period will be included. It is hoped that the audience 
will participate with some of their own memories and/or 
memorabilia. PLEASE REGISTER.   

Greenbush Garden Club presents

The Beauty of Bonsai
Tuesday, March 1 at 6:30 p.m.
Pauline Muth of the Mohawk Hudson Bonsai Society will speak 
on the ancient art of Bonsai, the growing of miniature trees in 
containers.  Businesss meeting at 6:30, followed by presentation 
at 7:30. PLEASE REGISTER.

Reptiles and Amphibians in Your Garden
Tuesday, April 5 at 6:30 p.m.
Lisa Hoyt, Director of the Dyken Pond Environmental Education 
Center, will give a presentation on some of the cold-blooded 
creatures  you  might  find  in  your  yard  while  doing  your  spring 
cleanup. Businesss meeting at 6:30, followed by presentation at 
7:30.  PLEASE REGISTER.  

Technology Help
Windows 10 Workshop  –  Thursday, April 7, 6:30-8:30 pm
This workshop will give an overview of Windows 10, highlighting 
some of the new features & settings. If you have a question specific 
to your laptop or mobile device, please bring it. SIGNUP REQUIRED.

Ask the Expert  –  Wednesday, May 11, 5:30-7:30pm
Drop in for individual assistance with anything from downloading 
e-books to resizing images. NO SIGNUP REQUIRED.
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required for all programs, concerts & movies. Call 477-7476 or visit our 
webpage and use our online registration.
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Classes & Certifications

AARP Smart Driver Course 
Monday, March 21 OR April 25 OR May 16 
at 9:30 a.m. - 4:00 p.m.
Register early as classes are limited to the first 35 adults. 
The cost of the class is $20.00 per person for materials 
for AARP members. Please bring your card to the class. 
Non-members will be charged $25.00. Payment will be 
taken the day of the class by check made out to AARP.  
Please bring a bagged lunch. REGISTRATION BEGINS 
FEBRUARY 29 FOR THE MARCH 21 CLASS, APRIL 4 FOR THE 
APRIL 25 CLASS, AND APRIL 25 FOR THE MAY 16 CLASS. 

New York State 8-Hour Safe Boating Course
Saturday, May 14 AND 21: 10:30 a.m. - 2:30 p.m.
There is no charge for the course, but those 18 years 
or older must submit a processing fee of $10 to NYS to 
receive a permanent  safety certificate upon successful 
completion of the course. Two sessions required. You may 
bring a snack. Pre-registration is required. Registration 
begins April 1, and class size is limited. Registering for 
the first class will also register you for part 2.    

American Red Cross Blood Drive
Monday, May 23 at 1:00-6:00 p.m.
Walk-ins are welcome, but appointments are available. 
For an appointment, please call 1-800-733-2767.

Music & Entertainment

The Softer Side of Celtic
Sunday, March 6 at 2:00 p.m.
Jeff Snow is a talented multi-instrumentalist who shares the music, 
and stories behind the music of Scotland, Ireland, and England. 
Jeff plays the guitar, autoharp, and bouzouki. Funded by Friends 
of East Greenbush Community Library.  PLEASE REGISTER.  

The Joys of Trains
Sunday, April 3 at 2:00 p.m.
Local author and entertainer Chuck Oakes tells stories, sings 
songs and shares video clips of his personal adventures riding 
historic railroads of our vintage American West. PLEASE REGISTER.

Music for the Flute and Harp
Wednesday, April 27 at 7:00 p.m.
Join us for a program of classical music by Flutist Yvonne Chavez 
Hansbrough, Professor of Flute and director of the Saint Rose 
Camerata at The College of Saint Rose, and harpist Karlinda 
Caldicott, Principal Harpist with the Schenectady and Catskill 
Symphony Orchestras. The program will consist of works by J. 
S. Bach, Ibert, Molnar, Rutter, Fauré, Hess, and Andrés. Funded by 
Friends of East Greenbush Community Library.  PLEASE REGISTER. 

A Song for All Seasons 
by Helderberg Madrigal Singers
Sunday, May 15 at 2:00 p.m.
This musical program will explore the ways in which poets and 
composers have used the seasons, both as objects of esthetic 
pleasure in themselves and as metaphors for emotions ranging 
from love and joy to grief, and loneliness. The majority of the 
pieces are a cappella, but a few utilize instruments as well. Funded 
by Friends of the East Greenbush Community Library.  PLEASE REGISTER.

Miscellaneous
The Top Five Things You Should Know When Buying or 
Selling Your Home
Tuesday, March 15 at 6:30 p.m.
This seminar by the Greater Capital Association of REALTORS® 
will cover: the difference between a REALTOR® and a Licensed 
Real  Estate  Agent;  the  top  five  things  to  know  when  buying  & 
selling a home; points to consider when selecting a REALTOR®; 
and how the Association can assist the public with general real 
estate knowledge. PLEASE REGISTER. 

Coloring for Adults
Monday at 6:30-8:00 p.m. on March 7
Wednesday at 6:30 – 8:00 p.m. on April 6 and May 11 
Friday at 2:00 – 3:30 on March 18, April 1, and May 6  
Adults have rediscovered how relaxing and creative coloring is. 
The health benefits include exercising fine motor skills and training 
the brain to focus. Join us to reconnect with this activity from your 
past.  We’ll provide coloring sheets and colored pencils, or you 
can bring your own.  PLEASE REGISTER FOR EACH SESSION.

March 23 - The Intern
April 13 - Brooklyn

May 18 - Joy

See You at the Movies 
 Wednesday @ 6:30 pm

Focusing on Breathing
Wednesday, March 30 at 7:00-8:30 p.m. 
Suryanarayana Chennapragada will introduce you to 
the simple technique of “Focusing on breathing,” which 
may relieve insomnia, anxiety, smoking addiction, anger, 
hypertension, chronic pains, obesity, etc. PLEASE REGISTER.

Life Insurance 101
Thursday, May 7 at 7:00 p.m.
Nikole Iannotti from Foresters Financial Services, Inc. 
will discuss why people get life insurance as well as the 
different types of life insurance that exist and what their 
purpose is.  PLEASE REGISTER. 

March 14, April 11 and May 9
Our Adult Book Discussion Group meets one Monday a month 
at 10:00 a.m. We have reached capacity and cannot take new 
members at this time. Please call the library at 477-7476 if you 
have questions.

Morning Book Discussions @ 10:00 AM
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events for Children
Storytimes & Early Literacy Programs

March Activities
STEAM Scene (ages 8+)
Friday, March 4 @ 2:00 pm (half day for EG schools!)
Join our tween & teen librarian Miss Anne for science fun 
creating with Snap Circuits and littleBits. 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

Family Fun Night – Forts!
Thursday, March 10 @ 6:30 pm
Make your very own family fort to read in the library’s 
meeting room! We will provide tables, chairs, flashlights, 
clothes pins and books – you bring the sheets, blankets, 
and pillows! We will  also be making a  s’mores  snack. 
REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

Zorro Dice Spanish Program (ages 2-5)
Friday, March 11 @ 11:00 am
Try out a sample class of Zorro Dice (Fox 
Says), an interactive Spanish language pro-
gram for young children that includes stories, 
songs, crafts and games.  REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

St. Patrick’s Day Fun (K-2nd grade)
Thursday, March 17th @ 3:00 pm
Enjoy stories and crafts about leprechauns and rainbows 
with Miss Molly. REGISTRATION REQUIRED. 

Quicksand Science with WMHT (ages 7-12)
Saturday, March 19 @ 1:00 pm
Is quicksand a liquid or a solid? Join WMHT to create 
your own quicksand and become a quicksand mixolo-
gist! REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

Spring Crafts (all ages)
Friday, March 25; drop –in between 10:00 am to noon
Join us for flowers, chicks, and bunny crafts. 

Miles the Reading Dog!
Meet  Miles,  our  new  Reading  Dog! 
Beginning readers can schedule an 
appointment to practice reading to 
Miles, a certified therapy dog. Miles is 
a great listener, and loves kids! Call the Children’s Room 
at (518) 477-7476 option #3 for more information & avail-
able times.  

ART CLUB
(grades K-5)

REGISTRATION REQUIRED

Friday, April 8 @ 4:15pm 
Poetry Edition!  

Make poetry collages, 
magnetic poetry & more!

Friday, May 6 @ 4:15pm 
Space Edition!  

Celebrate National Space 
Day with a rocket art 

project.

(grades 4+)
REGISTRATION REQUIRED

4 sessions, Wednesdays 
April 6th – 27th, 

6:30-7:30 pm

Learn the basics of 
crocheting, and create fun 

projects by recycling 
plastic grocery bags into 
“plarn” – plastic yarn!

Music Together (baby - age 5)
Friday, April 1 @ 10:00 am OR 11:00 am OR
Saturday, April 2 at 11:00 am
Join Matt Yaeger for a sample class of Music Together®, an 
internationally recognized early childhood music and move-
ment program. REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

Crochet Club

MARCH STORYTIMES
March 1- April 14 

NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED, JUST DROP-IN!

Baby Bookworms (babies up to 18 months)
Thursdays @ 11:00 am
Parents and caregivers participate along with their babies in this pro-
gram that emphasizes sharing songs, rhymes, bounces and short sto-
ries. The program concludes with an informal play session, we even 
provide the toys!

Toddler Time (18 months +)
Wednesdays @ 10:00 am
We will sing, dance, play and learn though songs, rhymes and simple 
stories in this program designed for toddlers along with their parents 
and caregivers. The program concludes with an informal play session, 
we even provide the toys! This is a perfect program for children not yet 
ready for Preschool Storytime

Preschool Storytime (ages 3-5)
Wednesdays @ 11:00 am OR Thursdays @ 10:00 am
This storytime features longer books, flannel stories, songs, activities 
and a craft based around a theme.

1,2,3 Play With Me (18 months – 3 years old) 
Tuesdays 10:00 -11:15 am
Children enjoy free play time, an art activity, and circle time.  There also 
will be several different early childhood specialists available to answer 
informal questions about speech, development, and health.

Saturday Storytimes @ 11:00 am 
March 5 – March 26 

AN ALL AGES PROGRAM. NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED

 
MAY & JUNE STORYTIMES

May 3 – June 9
NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED, JUST DROP-IN!

Baby Bookworms (babies up to 18 months)
Thursdays @ 11:00 am

Toddler Time (18 months +)
Tuesdays @ 10:00 OR Wednesdays @ 10:00 am

Preschool Storytime (ages 3-5)
Wednesdays @ 11:00 am OR Thursdays @ 10:00 am

Saturday Storytimes @ 11:00 am 
May 7 & May 14

AN ALL AGES PROGRAM. NO REGISTRATION REQUIRED
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events for Children

events for 

Tweens & Teens
PLEASE REGISTER FOR THESE PROGRAMS

ALL BREAK WEEK PROGRAMS REQUIRE REGISTRATION. 
REGISTRATION BEGINS ON MONDAY, APRIL 11 AT 9:00 AM.

Moving & Grooving (grades K-2)
Tuesday, April 26 @ 11:00 am
Join Miss Rose for music, stories and movement.

The Schenectady Theater for Children presents
The Bremen Town Musicians (ages 4+)
Wednesday, April 27 @ 2:00 pm
Children will enjoy this show, packed with action, music and 
talking animals!

Watercolorful Painting (ages 8+)
Thursday, April 28 @ 11:00 am
Join the Scotia-Glenville Traveling Museum and learn the how-
to of watercolor painting as you create your own journal.

Family Movie Night
Thursday, April 28 @ 6:30 pm  
Enjoy free popcorn and watch a family movie!  Movie TBA.

Lego Club (ages 5+)
Saturday, April 11 @ 11:00 am

1000 Books Before Kindergarten 
Kick-off Party!
Saturday, April 9 @ 11:00 am
Join us as we kick off our 1000 Books Before Kinder-
garten program.  Babies, toddlers, and preschoolers are 
welcome to participate in the program. Get started at our 
kick-off party with stories, snacks, and a chance to meet 
and get your child’s photo taken with Clifford the Big Red 
Dog! REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

Two Old Potatoes & Me (ages 4-7)
Saturday, May 21 @ 11:00 am
Join WMHT Public Television to watch a story, read books, 
and plant tomatoes and petunias to take home!  Every 
child receives a free book.  REGISTRATION REQUIRED.

April School Break Week

And More!

CARDWARS: Pokémon, Magic 
the Gathering & More!
(Grades 6-12) 
Wednesday, March 23 @ 3:00PM
Bring your favorite card games (Poké-
mon, Magic the Gathering, etc.) and 
face off with fellow gaming enthusiasts. 
Refreshments will be served. Regular 
playing  cards  available!  Prizes  will  be 
awarded to ‘tournament’ winners!

APRIL
Cook with the Co-op!
(Grades 9-12)
Tuesday, April 5 @ 2:30PM
(Grades 6-8)
Friday, April 29 @ 12:00PM
Join us for an afternoon of cooking with 
the  Honest Weight  Food  Co-op!  Learn 
some cooking techniques and eat some 
delicious food. 
 
Middle School Makers – 
Special Poetry Month Edition
(Grades 6-8) 
Friday, April 8 @ 3:00PM
We’ll provide the snacks and materials, 
YOU supply the ideas! THERE’S A BUS 
FROM GOFF TO THE LIBRARY!

JobNow! (Grades 9-12) 
Tuesday, April 12 @ 3:00PM
Have questions about how to write a re-
sume or what to do at a job interview? Not 
sure where your career interests lie? Need 
access to exam prep? JobNow provides 
you with assistance and answers! Join us 
to learn how to utilize this amazing tool! Re-
freshments will be provided.

MAY
Middle School Makers
(Grades 6-8)
Wednesday, May 4 @ 3:00PM
We’ll provide the snacks and materials, 
YOU  supply  the  ideas!  THERE’S  A  BUS 
FROM GOFF TO THE LIBRARY!

STEAMpunk: LEGOs, litteBits & 
Snap Circuits (Grades 6-8)
Wednesday, May 11 @ 3:00PM
See what you can make using a combina-
tion of LEGOs, littleBits and Snap Circuits! 
Prize for most creative creation. Refresh-
ments will be provided.

Teen Video Gaming (Grades 9-12) 
Friday, May 13 @ 2:30PM
Video Games and PIZZA! Bring your own 
favorite  games  or  learn  some  new  ones! 
We’ll have multiple systems going!

MARCH
Teen Video Gaming (Grades 9-12)
Wednesday, March 2 @ 2:30PM
Video Games and PIZZA! 

STEAMpunk: 
LEGOs, 
litteBits & Snap Circuits (Grades 6-8)
Wednesday, March 9 @ 3:00PM
See what you can make using LEGOs, 
littleBits and Snap Circuits! Prize for most 
creative creation. Refreshments provided. 

Open Mic Night (Grades 9-12)
Friday, March 11 @ 6:30-8:30PM
Play an instrument? Write poetry? Dance? 
Come to a café atmosphere and share your 
art. (Note – this is an after hours event – the 
main library will not be open.)  Food will be 
provided.

Middle School Makers (Grades 6-8)
Monday, March 14 @ 3:00PM
We’ll provide the snacks and materials, YOU 
supply  the  ideas!  THERE’S  A  BUS  FROM 
GOFF TO THE LIBRARY!

Pizza with the Pride Center
(Grades 6-12) 
Wednesday, March 16 @ 3:30PM
The library is proud to welcome the Pride 
Center! Join us  for pizza, a great LGBTQA 
101  program  specifically  designed  for 
tweens  and  teens!  All  are  welcome  to  at-
tend. Pizza and refreshments will be served.

MARCH 6 - 12
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Friends of the Library News

The Friends of the East Greenbush Community Library 
leadership team already accomplished several of its 
goals before the calendar page turned to 2016. The 
team continues with its work on a wide spectrum of 
goals. The 2016 leadership team – led by President 
Lynne Oudekerk, Vice President Suzanne Aiardo, 
Treasurer Judith Maguire and Secretary Kate Hafner 
– is a diverse group, each with specialized skills and 
backgrounds, but all committed to ensuring Friends 
continues its work to support and enhance the East 
Greenbush Community Library.

New Logo
A primary goal of 2016 is to deepen 
Friends’ working relationship with 
library staff. Working with staff, 
Friends established a logo, it’s 
first,  so  community  residents 
and library patrons can easily 
identify  the  nonprofit  group.  In 
addition, Friends and library staff worked together 
to revamp the Friends’ website, accessed via the 
library’s home page by clicking on the Friends’ logo. 

2016 Goals

Friends of the Library
Spring BOOK SALE

Thursday, April 21, 5:00 PM - 8:30 PM
Friday, April 22, 9:00 AM - 8:30 PM

Saturday, April 23, 10:00 AM - 4:30 PM
Sunday, April 24 1:00 - 3:00 PM - 

BAG SALE ONLY

BARGAIN PRICES: 
Paperbacks $1.00: Books on CD/music CDs $1.00, 

Mass Market Books $.50; Hardcovers $2.00;
DVDs and Computer Games $2.00

       SUNDAY ONLY: Books in Bag Sale $4.00/Bag

VOLUNTEERS NEEDED!
Please contact Mari Harris @maidmarimom@gmail.com

if you are interested.

Other Fundraising
While the book and media sales are the Friends’ 
major fundraising activity, other fundraising measures 
are now available. The East Greenbush Library tote 
bags—which have been for sale at the library for many 
years—will also be sold via the Friends’ web page 
and available at various library functions. Beginning 
late 2015, the Friends signed on as a charitable 
organization listed on Amazon Smile, enabling a 
small percentage of each Amazon Smile sale to 
benefit  the  Friends.  Please  support  Friends  of  the 
East Greenbush Community Library by designating it 
as your Amazon Smile charity today! 
 Sign up at smile.amazon.com or by clicking on the 
Amazon Smile logo on the Friends’ web page. 

Welcome to the Friends’ new newsletter format. 
Beginning with this issue, the Friends’ newsletter will 
be printed as designated pages in the Greenbush 
Bookmark, the Library’s quarterly newsletter. Friends’ 
past newsletters are accessible online on the Friends’ 
web pages, accessed via eastgreenbushlibrary.org, by 
clicking on the Friends’ logo.

Welcome! Book Sales
Another accomplished goal is streamlining book/media 
donations. Spearheaded by Hafner, who co-manages the 
book/media sales with Mari Harris, the changes to the 
donation process ease the burden on both donors and the 
many volunteers who sort books and media throughout the 
year. Accepted donations include hard and softcover books, 
books on CD, music CDs, computer games and DVDs. 
Friends no longer accept: damaged materials (torn, moldy or 
damp books or heavily scratched DVDs and CDs); LPs (vinyl); 
cassette or video tapes; book sets (such as encyclopedias); 
magazines; condensed books (such as Readers’ Digest); text 
or technical books more than 10 years old; any personally 
copied media; maps or puzzles. “While Friends greatly 
appreciate donations for our sales, we cannot continue to 
accept items that do not sell, such as LPs,” said Hafner. “Also, 
Friends stopped producing individual receipts for donations, 
a time-consuming process for Friends’ volunteers. Listing 
our prices in the library and on Friends’ web pages allows 
donors to create their own donation lists. This practice is 
commonplace with organizations as large as the Salvation 
Army and as small as Rensselaer’s Circles of Mercy. We offer 
the donation values; the donor then uses the guide to write a 
valuation on what he or she has donated.”   (continued on pg 7)

Book/Media Donation Valuation
Beginning 2016, Friends no longer offer individual,

itemized donation receipts. Donors prepare their own 
submissions based on the valuations below.

$2.00  hardcover books, DVDs, computer games 
$1.00  softcover books (larger than mass market   
  books), books on CD, music CDs
$.50  mass market books (5” x7”)
$.25 -$1.00 children’s (infant to young teen) books
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Friends of the Library News

Membership
  Friends is also revamping its membership brochure 
as  a  first  step  in  a  campaign  to  attract  new  members. 
“Friends is an open and welcoming organization that 
attracts people of all ages,” Oudekerk said. “We’d like 
people to join Friends and help in our events or just offer an 
opinion on what we can do. It’s more than writing a check, 
although we do value all donations! An  important part of 
our ability to be as active as we are is through membership 
donations and contributions.”
   According to Maguire, people who continue as a 
friend or become a friend won’t regret it. “Clearly, I love 
our library and all it has to offer our community,” she said.
  A key initiative begun in 2015 is upgrading the Friends’ 
database to be more useful to the organization and library 
and to better identify Friends’ members and volunteers. 
The upgraded database is being managed by Friends’ 
new database administrator Patrick Cronin.

2016 Goals continued

OTHER 2016 WORK INCLUDES:
•	 revising organizational bylaws, role descriptions and 

procedures to better reflect current activities and sys-
tems;

•	 expanding advocacy work for the East Greenbush 
Community Library; and,

•	 augmenting Friends-sponsored community programs.
  “The Friends’ role is to support the library and enable 
the library to better serve the community,” said Aiardo. “Our 
mission is to ensure the library is a major and expanding 
cultural resource and vital part of the East Greenbush 
community. This is what Friends is—an advocate for a great 
community library.”
  Oudekerk agrees. “The East Greenbush Community 
Library is a great library—voted year after year as the best 
in the Capital District,” she said. “I want people to know 
what a gem our library is. As president of the Friends, I seek 
to build enthusiasm for the library and its many valuable 
programs and services.”
 

Have you sent in your 2016 membership
or renewal form?

If you’ve not yet done so, please send in your 
membership/renewal form so our records are up to date 
and we can reach you with Friends’ news and activities. 

Library Survey - Your Voice Counts
  q Homesteading (gardening, canning, sewing, etc.)

   q Cooking/Baking   
	 		 q Other (please specify)_______________________

3. Would you be willing to share your skills in any of the
 above areas?  q Yes q No
 
 If yes, please specify skill set ________________________
 Contact Info: _____________________________________
 _________________________________________________

4. COMMENTS
 The best thing about our library is ____________________

________________________________________________

 If I could change one thing about our library, it would be 
_________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

 What aspects of our services/resources would you 
strongly recommend that we not change? _____________
_________________________________________________

 _________________________________________________

Help us plan future library programs and services. 
Please return your survey to the library, or complete the 
online survey https://www.surveymonkey.com/r/EGClibrary 
by March 21. 

1. How often do you use our library?
   q More than once a month
   q About once a month
   q Once every six months
   q 1-3 times per year
   q Never

2. Which activities would you be interested in doing 
 at our library?
   q 3D Modeling and Printing
   q Creating and editing videos
   q Creating and editing music
   q Editing images
   q Converting older audio/video/image formats
   q Computer programming/coding 
   q Website creation
   q Animation
   q Robotics/Electronics
   q Arts & Crafts (bags, jewelry, scrapbooks, etc.)  

Friends’ Calendar of Events
March 2 – Advocacy/Lobby Day

April 19 – Friends Meeting
April 21-24 – Spring Book/Media Sale

June 21 – Friends Meeting
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BOARD OF TRUSTEES 
Michael Poost, President
Lisa Fox, Vice President
Kevin P. McCann, Treasurer
Mandy McCord, Secretary
Betty Bellino-Giugno
Jennifer O’Brien
James Lansing

Library Board of Trustees 
meets the third Tuesday 
of each month, 7:30 pm; 
the public is invited.

Jill Dugas-Hughes, Director 
JoAnn Jakiela, 
 Editor & Designer

Employment Programs Career Clinics
Make a one-on-one appointment 
with our career expert. Use your 
30-minute appointment to learn job 
search strategies, have your resume 
or cover letter reviewed, receive 
interview coaching, or for general 
career advice. Call to schedule 
your appointment. Walk-ins will be 
accommodated if space permits.

Wednesday, March 16, 
5:30-8:30 

Saturday, April 23, 10:30-1:30 
(registration begins 

Monday, April 4)

Tuesday, May 17, 5:30-8:30 
(registration begins 
Monday, April 25)

English Language 
Conversation Group, 
Every Tuesday, 7:00-8:00 p.m.
Practice your English speaking 
skills in a small, welcoming, 
supportive group. Meet other new 
English speakers. Free. Join us 
anytime!  

JobNow Career & Education Series
JobNow is a dynamic web portal offering 24/7, do-it-yourself online resources along 
with live, professional services. Learn to use JobNow and other online tools to meet 
your career or educational goals. REGISTRATION REQUIRED FOR EACH PROGRAM.

Easy Resumes and Cover Letters
Thursday, March 17, 3:00 pm
Use JobNow’s extensive resume and 
letter templates to create a professional 
document and learn how to submit it for 
expert review.

Polish Your Interview Skills
Thursday, March 31, 3:00 pm 
(registration begins Monday, 3/7)
Discover JobNow’s interview preparation 
services: video-recorded mock interviews 
and a live interview coaching service. 

JobNow for Teens & Young Adults
Tuesday, April 12, 3:00 pm 
(registration starts Monday, 3/21)
Fun, Interactive career exploration; AP, 
SAT, ACT, GRE exam preparation; writing 
review service; academic tutoring- 
JobNow is your toolkit for getting ahead! 

Creating a Web Portfolio
Thursday, May 5, 3:00 pm 
(registration begins Monday, 4/11)
Go beyond the resume and cover 
letter and find out how to set up a web 
portfolio to display examples of your 
prior work to potential employers. 

Preparing for Career Exams
Thursday, May 19, 3:00 pm 
(registration begins Monday, 4/25)
Tap into a wealth of preparation and 
practice tests for many careers, 
including nursing, heath care, teaching, 
commercial driving, civil service, trades, 
law enforcement and military.  


